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As a Reconciling
Congregation, we accept
and respond to Jesus'
challenge to love all of our
neighbors.
Eden Prairie UMC
15050 Scenic Heights Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55344
Tel: 952-937-8781
www.prairiechurch.org
office@prairiechurch.org
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Thank you to everyone who previewed the video and print information
on the proposed leadership structure, as well as those who responded
with questions and comments. A FAQ, developed in response to your
questions and comments, as well as a new chart to help with understanding, will be available on the website shortly. Please review them to
familiarize yourself even further with the proposed leadership structure.
Join us for Town Hall Meetings on Zoom*
where you can ask your questions and get responses in real time.
Tuesday, June 9, at 12 Noon
Thursday, June 11, at 7 p.m.
*Recordings of these Town Hall Meetings will be available afterwards
The Recruitment Team (Jack Elkin, Bruce Webster, Hannah Walker and
Pastor Becky Jo) is working to call people into leadership within this new
structure, in order to present a slate of people whom you can vote to elect
to the new structure Sunday, June 28. Please turn to page 5 for details
about attending the virtual Church Conference and the voting procedure.

@ EPUMC

…

Frustrated with how much people are struggling in this new era?
Wishing like you could do more for other people?
Wanting to make a difference?

Let’s reach out and make a difference in other people’s lives!
Turn to Page 4 to see how Eden Prairie UMC will make a difference
this summer, by sending notes of encouragements to people living in
nursing homes and assisted living, as well as using financial gifts to
make a difference in children’s lives in our community and beyond.

No in-person gatherings at EPUMC this summer
On Memorial Day weekend, many leaders
offered varying opinions, suggestions and
guidance about gathering for in-person worship.
So many voices can confuse and muddle our
work; we don’t want that to be the case. Our
goal is to be clear communicators, sharing as
much detail as we can.
The EPUMC Church Ministries Council (CMC)

met May 21 and discussed our response to
the current landscape for ministry. Folks on
the CMC prepared carefully for this conversation through self-education and prayer. I
am immensely grateful for this team of
people leading the church right now.
Please turn to Page 3 for a full explanation
of the rationale to keep our building closed
through Labor Day.

From the Pastor
‘Sometimes

It Just Seems
to Be Too Much’

During the first year in seminary, the school
assigned me to a small group with whom I
was to walk for the entire year. We met
weekly. Ironically, I didn’t even make our
first meeting because I had to travel home
unexpectedly to mourn the passing of my
then father-in-law. And yet, the group made
space and welcomed me and were the
support and care I needed. I’m still in
contact with most of those folks.
Our group also experienced some overwhelming losses that year. I will never
forget the day we learned that the clergy
who was supporting our group was removed
from the pulpit for sexual misconduct (and,
as a consequence, from supporting our
group). That day, in the pain we were
experiencing, the professor who was also
supporting our small group, came in with
the balm of a prayer / poem by Ted Loder
entitled “Sometimes It Just Seems to Be Too
Much.”
I sit here on Thursday night (May 28) after
having heard the news of the fires and riots
and protesting in Minneapolis that sits atop
my agony over the death of George Floyd
and over and against the reality of over
100,000 Americans dying at the hands of
this pandemic, with the same cry in my
heart. Sometimes it just seems to be too
much.
It is my prayer that the words of Loder’s
poem will come to you as balm on these
days when words fail us and sighs are even
hard to come by.
Sighing in prayer with you,

Pastor Becky Jo

Sometimes it Just Seems to Be Too Much

Sometimes, Lord,
it just seems to be too much:
too much violence, too much fear;
too much of demands and problems;
too much of broken dreams and broken lives;
too much of war and slums and dying;
too much of greed and squishy fatness
and the sounds of people
devouring each other
and the earth;
too much of stale routines and quarrels,
unpaid bills and dead ends;
too much of words lobbed in to explode
and leaving shredded hearts and lacerated souls;
too much of turned away backs and yellow silence,
red rage and the bitter taste of ashes in my mouth.
Sometimes the very air seems scorched
by threats and rejection and decay
until there is nothing
but to inhale pain
and exhale confusion.
Too much of darkness, Lord,
too much of cruelty
and selfishness
and indifference…
Too much, Lord,
too much,
too bloody,
bruising,
brain-washing much.
Or is it too little,
too little of compassion,
too little of courage,
of daring,
of persistence,
of sacrifice;
too little of music
and laughter
and celebration?
O God,
make of me some nourishment
for these starved times,
some food for my brothers and sisters
who are hungry for gladness and hope,
that, being bread for them,
I may also be fed
and be full.
Guerrillas of Grace: Prayers for the Battle by Ted Loder
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June Worship

June 7 “What God Would Say
to Graduates”
Scripture: Matthew 6:31-34
Recognition of high school graduates
June 14 “Broadcasting the Seed”
Scripture: Mark 4:1-9

June 21 “Anxious to Love, Quick to
Forgive, Eager to Reconcile”
Scripture: Luke 15:11-24
June 28 “The Awful Pain of
Feeling Rejected”
Scripture: Luke 15:25-32
Semi-live worship featuring Children’s
Choir, live Children’s Message and Live
Communion
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Drive-By Blessing with Pastor Becky Jo
Sunday, June 14
in the EPUMC parking lot
10:30 a.m. – Noon
I’ve missed you! I would love to see you and
your family! So, I will be standing on the front
sidewalk of the church June 14 to greet you from
a safe distance and bless you (no worries, I’ll
have a tent if it’s raining).
Out of respect for the guidelines the CMC has
created for our safety, please plan to stay in your
car and I will stay more than 6 feet from you.
I can’t wait to see you!

Process for re-opening Eden Prairie UMC, from page 1







Through the summer of 2020 (Labor Day
Weekend) there will be no in-person,
in-building gatherings of any size.
For now, we are not planning for drive-in
or outdoor worship,
A COVID 19 Task Force will be
empowered to shape our church’s response
to changing conditions, especially related to
our building use policies and procedures.
A Technology Task Force will be
empowered to work toward a plan for
continuing online worship availability as
more in-person worship options become
available to us.

Friends, we do not come to these decisions
lightly. But we come to them from a place of
faith. John Wesley gave us three simple rules of
how to live as Methodist disciples of Jesus:
first, do no harm; second, do good; third, stay
in love with God. Our decisions to continue to
be the community of faith from the safety of our
own homes is a based on the first rule – we do

not wish to do any harm to anyone by opening
our building for in-person gatherings!
I appreciate your prayerful support as we
continue to navigate seasons and conditions we
could never have imagined, while trying to do
no harm, do good and stay in love with God.
We have never closed the church. The building
is not available for gatherings, but the church has
never closed. We have been worshiping
together, studying together, praying together,
serving together and enjoying fellowship
together in new and innovative ways. We will
continue to be the church while we are not
gathering in-person. While it is not ideal, we
believe it is the most faithful decision to which
we could come, knowing what we do right now.
Thank you for all the ways you will stay
engaged and keep our community of faith
connected.
Blessings, Pastor Becky Jo Messenbrink
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Music Director’s Notes
Children’s Virtual Choir
Calling all youth singers! Our congregation
misses hearing your wonderful, joyful voices.
I will be emailing easy directions to record two
simple songs which will then be compiled into a
virtual choir featured during a June worship
service. Please watch your emails for
information on how you can participate!
Calling All Musicians
Are you interested in providing special music in
the near future? There are many opportunities
for musicians of all instruments, ages and skill
levels to help enhance our worship. Maybe you
have picked up an old instrument during this
extended time at home or have enjoyed singing
with members of your family. Contact me if you

are interested in sharing your gift with the
congregation!
Need a Songbook at Home?
We hope you have been enjoying singing
hymns during online worship. If you want to
have the music in front of you, we would be
happy to loan you a set of songbooks while
we are worshiping at home. Please send me
an email and I will arrange to get the books
to you.
Thank you,
Megan Peterson
Director of Music
meganp@prairiechurch.org

Eden Prairie UMC, let’s reach out and make a difference
in other people’s lives in summer 2020
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People in congregate living situations such as
nursing homes and assisted living apartments
are literally living a shut-in life. Most cannot be
visited by families and some have no family
nearby. We can make a difference!
Please consider writing a cheery letter or drawing a picture to brighten someone’s day. People
of all ages are invited to do this. Write a note or
multiple notes, draw happy pictures, encourage
young ones that you know to draw something
that would perk up someone. Mail your notes
and pictures to the church to be delivered to
various senior living facilities in Eden Prairie.
Here’s what you can do to make a difference:
 Write an uplifting note or have your kids
draw a cheery picture.
 Send it to the church.
 EPUMC will deliver them to a care facility.
Your efforts will make a difference to someone who needs it.
PS: Studies have discovered that this is also
good for your mental health and attitude! You
can give and get in the same action!
PAGE
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Sometimes the biggest impact can be to make
a difference through our money. This
summer, EPUMC will make a difference in
Eden Prairie and beyond.
In other summers, we brought jars of peanut
butter and boxes of macaroni and cheese (and
other non-perishable items) to PROP’s
Summer Food for Kids. This year we will
collectively send our money to make a
difference in providing food for children
through PROP.
We are also going to partner with the United
Methodist Church in Arizona and New
Mexico to buy tennis shoes and sandals for
Navajo and Apache children and adults in
need. Our giving will make a difference in
the lives of our Native American siblings.
What do you need to do? Make a difference
by giving online at www.prairiechurch.org,
through the Give+ app on your mobile device,
or mail your gift to the church (15050 Scenic
Heights Drive, Eden Prairie, MN 55344);
mark it as M
AD
G
, and
the church will distribute the gifts to the
organizations.
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June 28 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

You will vote on two things with one vote:
(Note: You will vote “yes” or “no” to BOTH items without the capacity to amend)
1. To restructure our church to the proposed structure
AND

2. To elect the leaders to the new structure
Your vote will be cast on our website, www.prairiechurch.org, much as you register your weekly
attendance. In order for your vote to be valid, you must include your name and cast your vote
during the specified period of time (10:30 a.m.— 12:30 p.m. Sunday, June 28).
Thank you for understanding our unusual circumstances and being willing to work toward a
vote on this proposed structure and toward electing the leaders to the new structure. We are
trying to do our best to include everyone. If we are leaving you out of the information or the vote
due to technology constraints, please let Pastor Becky Jo know. As a team, we will do our best to
find ways to accommodate your ability to participate in the information sharing and the vote.
The Communications Team
Eric Hyde, Andrea Mardock and Pastor Becky Jo Messenbrink

CONNECTIONS throughout the week

Find Sunday worship posted on the website, http://www.prairiechurch.org/

Join Zoom events at https://zoom.us/j/4455694215 If prompted, the password is 490010.
If you have questions or need information, email us. office@prairiechurch.org
Weekly Schedule
Sunday:
8:15 a.m. Bible Study with Drake Talbert on Zoom
9:30 a.m. Community Prayers with Pastor Becky Jo on Zoom (On Sundays with
Semi-Live Worship, this is used for Fellowship Time.)
10 a.m. Worship (on website)
Children’s Sunday School, private Facebook page
Tuesday:
4 p.m. Listening Prayer (Staying in Love with God) with Gwen Pickering on Zoom;
please email her at gwenpickering@gmail.com
7 p.m., Creation Care, with Cole Nelson. Begins June 22.
Wednesday Afternoon — Wednesday Night Live audio meditation is posted on the Eden Prairie
website and the EPUMC Facebook page
Youth groups meet beginning at 6:30 p.m. as organized by Rachel Casper and
Terri Myers
Thursday: 9 p.m. Evening Prayers on the EPUMC Facebook page
Friday:
10 a.m., Gratitude Conversation, hosted by Gwen Pickering on Zoom
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Children’s Ministries
By Rachel Casper, Director

NO Vacation Bible School in 2020

We will not offer Vacation Bible School of any kind
this year. We feel that it is in the best interest of the
children to wait until next summer to fully enjoy The
Knights of the North Castle experience.
Sunday School
Jody, Kay and I are having a wonderful time
teaching Sunday school on our Facebook page.
I hope that all of you are getting a chance to enjoy
it. If you are not a member of the group but would
like to be, please let me know at
rachelc@prairiechurch.org.
This summer the kids will receive a
Flat Jesus in the mail. The kids can
enjoy taking Jesus everywhere with
them. Whether they are going camping, jumping in puddles, reading a
book, or going for a walk, this is a
way to remember that Jesus is always
with them.
I would love for the kids to take
pictures of themselves doing things
Flat Jesus
with Flat Jesus. Send them to me,
post it on the FB page and share their all of their
adventures with Flat Jesus. We hope that children
and families will get out and enjoy the beauty of
nature that God created.
Rooted
The Rooted Kids are still meeting Wednesday nights
at 6:30 via Zoom. They have fun seeing each other
every week. They will decide from week to week
how long we will continue meeting.

Children’s Ministries Appreciation

This first year as the Director of Children’s
Ministries has been such a blessing. We are blessed
to have such an active congregation; there are so
many of you that have made this a wonderful place
for our children. You have given your time and
talents to help our children learn the stories and
songs of faith. You have made it possible for these
activities to be offered to our children. None of this
would be possible without you. Each and every one
of you is an integral part of this ministry. — Rachel
Casper
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Youth News
By Terri Myers, Director of Youth Ministry
June is here! The beginning of summer, the end
of the school year, time for vacations, summer
sports, camps and more... except this year.
During the summer months, we usually take a
break in youth programming but as with all
things, this summer will be different.
Each Wednesday I will email a lesson to our
Holy Club and Higher Ground students. The
lessons include a short bible verse, a video and
a short summary. The lessons should not take
more than 10 minutes. I encourage families to
share and discuss with one another as way to
stay connected to our church and our faith.
We will also continue our Zoom time each
Wednesday evening for 30 minutes. Holy Club
meets at 6:30 p.m., and Higher Ground meets at
7 p.m. Join me for conversation, games and
connections.
If you know a student in 5th-12 Grade who is not
receiving an email with an invitation to our
Zoom time and who would like to be included,
please contact me at terrim@prairiechurch.org
New Adult study group!
Creation Care study
Monday Evenings, 7 p.m.
Build faith while learning to inhabit a creation at
risk through Fletcher Harper’s book Greenfaith.
This study group will begin June 22 over Zoom
to explore faith as it relates to creation and our
call to support an abundant world. This group
will meet Monday evenings at 7 p.m. Email Cole
Nelson nelson.cole810@gmail.com if you are
interested.

Note of Appreciation
Dear Staff,
Thank you for working so hard to ensure we
all are cared for. This has been an incredible
period of time with many adjustments. I am
grateful to belong to a denomination which
sees the big picture and puts people’s health
first. God bless, Paula Bryan

Thank You Note

Dear Pastor Becky Jo Messenbrink and Members and Friends of Eden Prairie UMC,
We are writing to express our deep appreciation and thanks to you for your incredible leadership during this unprecedented and challenging time. We know the enormous work it has taken
for you to find new ways to be the church during this time of sheltering-in-place, to continue
growing in your own faith, and to keep reaching new people.
We rejoice in your generosity to those in your community as you stepped up to make face
masks, stock food shelves and care for the most vulnerable in your midst. We also rejoice in
your financial generosity to your local church and through your faithful apportionment
payments. Your generosity is transforming communities, keeping your congregation stable and
allowing the annual conference to continue providing exceptional care and resources to all of
our United Methodist ministries in Minnesota.
We had over 50 congregations apply for the Cares Act stimulus package loans, and many have
been approved and are receiving this money to help sustain their staffing levels. Many thanks to
pastors, gifted lay leaders in our local churches, Barb Brower, Jean Edin, John Mitchem and
Sheri Meister for helping numerous congregations with their applications. We are also very
grateful to Katherine Schill and the Minnesota Conference Board of Pensions for providing a
three-month holiday for our local churches’ portion of the clergy pension and health insurance
contributions.
While we have many months to go to get through this pandemic, we are impressed and
encouraged with all the ways that everyone has stepped up to help and support one another.
We are remaining steady and strong during this time because of your hard work, and we give
thanks and praise to God for you. Let us know how we can continue resourcing our local
churches as we are eager to partner with you always, but especially during this challenging
time.
In the light and promise of our resurrection faith,
Bruce R. Ough, Bishop
Dan Johnson, Superintendent, Twin Cities District
Cindy M. Gregorson, Director of Connectional Ministries
Susan Nienaber, Superintendent, Big Waters District
Laurie Kantonen, Superintendent, North Star District
Fred Vanderwerf, Superintendent, Southern Prairie District

Building Manager Update or What has Rick been up to?
By Rick LaMothe

Since my stimulus money came in, I had
more time to work. I prepped and painted the
smooth walls of the narthex and columns in
the sanctuary. This involved lots of taping
and some patching.
I moved on to installing eight fire alarm pull
station covers (to prevent alarms from being
pulled accidentally). Six were screwed into
concrete block walls, difficult task; one
alarm had to be lowered so the cover would
fit, very difficult. I called the alarm company
BEFORE I installed the covers to save a visit
from the Fire Department.

I reinstalled a metal shield around an outdoor
cable, changed air filters in the rooftop
HVAC above the office and cleaned out some
roof drains.
One more painting job is a strip for hanging
additional confirmation pictures. Four frames
are ordered and will need painting when they
arrive; we can then hang the photo of the
2019 class (and the 2020 class later this year.)
My family reunion will be on Zoom with 5075 relatives; it should be interesting.
Please stay safe and enjoy your summer.

COMMUNITY AND SOCIAL ACTION
Partnering with Simpson Housing Services

As a result of COVID 19 and our “safer at home” orders,
volunteer activities have been temporarily cancelled at the
Simpson Shelter. Simpson’s shelter was the first in the Twin
Cities to extend its shelter hours to 24/7 in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Currently, they
are providing 66 shelter guests a safe space and a temporary home. Since the shelter remains
open, the needs for food and other items to care for this vulnerable population still exist.
To help us continue to support Simpson Shelter as they feed the folks who are staying with them,
please make your donation at http://www.prairichurch.org/online-giving or the
Give+ App (choosing “Simpson Shelter”), or mail a donation to the church indicating the gift is
for Simpson Shelter. Our next scheduled serving date is Sept. 1, and we hope to either serve the
meal or fully fund its purchase. It costs about $400 to do this. Thanks for your ongoing attention
to be a church that is “big enough to make a difference!”

PROP’s 2020 Summer Needs

Although there have been significant changes in our world in the last few
months, PROP’s mission to feed hungry families has not changed. As you
can imagine, for many people who have lost jobs and have children at
home full-time, their needs are greater than ever!
PROP’s administration is implementing programs to meet these new challenges. Here are five
ways we at EPUMC can help.
1. Donate though the EPUMC website; select PROP from the drop-down menu.
2. Donate $25 gift cards from Target or Cub to be given to families for supplemental needs or
items PROP is unable to purchase at this time. Gift cards can be mailed to the PROP office at
14700 Martin Drive, Eden Prairie, 55344, or ordered online at Cub Foods or Target to have sent
directly to PROP.
3. Donate to the Summer Food for Kids Program through the Gift Match Challenge (See
page 6) which will double the impact of each monetary gift. Because of the need to purchase
more of the food this year, the Gift Match Challenge will replace hands-on donations of previous
summers. The Summer Food for Kids Program provides more than 800 school age children with
healthy food such as fresh fruits and veggies, dairy items like cheese and yogurt, and other favorites such as peanut butter, jelly, and granola bars.
4. Purchase an #InThisTogether EP yard sign sold by the City of Eden Prairie through EP
Liquor locations near Cub Foods or Kowalski’s. Signs cost $10, $3 of which will go to PROP.
This is a way to show support to each other in our community as well as help PROP.
5. Donate grocery items. PROPS’s list of most needed items is on their website. Currently the
list includes: 100% juice, crackers, razors, coffee, and pancake mix. PROP has Safe Donation
Procedures in place: bring to PROP during business hours; stay in your vehicle and honk for
service; wait for volunteer to come out to retrieve donations.
Which of these options works for you?
Thank you all for helping our neighbors. For more information about PROP and its programs, to
donate, or to see the latest list of needed items, please visit PROP’s website at propfood.org. Stay
safe and stay connected! — Vicki Lindquist
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Adult Small Groups
All in person gatherings at Eden Prairie UMC continue to be
cancelled though Labor Day. The Church Ministry Council will
evaluate when it is safe to open, with guidance from the Minnesota
Department of Health and the Minnesota Annual Conference.
Men’s Discussion Group meets Wednesdays from 8—9 a.m. in the Gathering Room.
Women’s Evening In Home Book Group meets about every other month in a home to discuss the
book we are currently reading.
Cheers (Men’s Fellowship
Group) meets Saturdays
at 8 a.m. at Lund’s/
Byerly’s, Eden Prairie.
Cheers Too! (Women’s
Fellowship Group) Meets
Saturdays at 8 a.m. at Kowalski’s Market,
16500 W. 78th Street.

Prayer Network – Praying
for the church family’s
concerns and joys on a daily
basis. Please contact the
office at
office@prairiechurch.org
or 952-937-8781 to be
included in the Network or if
you have a prayer request.

GEMS (God’s Exceptional Methodist
Seniors) Breakfast Group meets for breakfast
the third Wednesday each month at 9 a.m.
We have now moved to Café Thyme in
Chanhassen, 7850 Market Blvd., north of
Highway 5 in the Market Square Shopping
Center. Every senior is welcome!

Women’s FaithShare meets Thursdays from 10
–11:30 a.m. fall through mid-May. All women are
welcome. Together we read books and watch
videos as springboards for discussion.

3Fs Food, Fun & Fellowship is an informal
gathering that meets in people’s homes several
times a year. If you are interested in participating in events this fall, email Kathy Jarvis and
Nancy Bollweg at epumcdinner@yahoo.com,

United Methodist Women meets on selected
dates during the month. Please contact Ginger
Eddy at 952-974-2092 or vfellinger@gmail.com
for more information.

Yoga meets Thursdays at
8:45 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Terri Myers leads this
group, and it is free. Please
check the weekly schedule
for dates.
Feed My Starving Children
All packing sites are closed
through July 31. If you have
questions, please talk to Dave
Zuelke.

MOMS Group — This group meets regularly for
fellowship and support.

Inter-Knits Prayer Shawl Ministry meets the
second Monday of the month at the church at
7 p.m. If you are interested or have questions,
please contact Sherry Harms at 952-658-6868.
We meet in Room 6.
Tuesday Book Group — This group meets at
6 p.m. about every other Tuesday, September
through May.
Block Party Quilt Group meets the first
Thursday of the month. Use your time at home
to make cozy crafts that will warm your family or
others in this troubled time.

Eden Prairie United Methodist Church
15050 Scenic Heights Road
Eden Prairie, MN 55344

Visit us at
www.prairiechurch.org

Pastor:
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Young Family Engagement Specialist:
Director of Music:
Director of Youth Ministry:
Organist/Accompanist:
Office Manager:
Accountant:
Custodian/Building Manager:

Becky Jo Messenbrink
BeckyJoM@prairiechurch.org
Rachel Casper
RachelC@prairiechurch.org
Jody Veatch
JodyV@prairiechurch.org
Megan Peterson
MeganP@prairiechurch.org
Terri Myers
TerriM@prairiechurch.org
KT Thompson
ktt@prairiechurch.org
Becky Coleman
office@prairiechurch.org
Susie Jose
book-keeping@prairiechurch.org
Rick LaMothe
rickl@prairiechurch.org

15050 Scenic Heights Road, Eden Prairie, MN 55344
(952) 937-8781
web: www.prairiechurch.org Fax: (952) 949-3426 e-mail: office@prairiechurch.org
Church office hours:
9 a.m.—1 p.m. Monday and Thursday
9 a.m.— 5 p.m. Tuesday, Wednesday and
Friday.

Don’t forget to “like” our page
Eden Prairie United
Methodist Church

